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Kununurra and The East Kimberley
Located on the banks of Lake Kununurra and the Ord River, Kununurra is the

eastern gateway to the Kimberley.

Kununurra is also the perfect base to explore Purnululu National Park and the

Bungle Bungles. Take a scenic flight over the beehive domes of the Bungle

Bungle Range or Lake Argyle, the biggest man-made lake in Australia and large

enough to be considered an inland sea. Tour the Argyle Diamond Mine, the largest

open-cut diamond mine in the world or visit the diamond showrooms in Kununurra.

Also accessible from Kununurra are a number of stations and wilderness camps

along the Gibb River Road, including El Questro Wilderness Park and Home

Valley Station.  

Derby
220 kilometres north east of Broome on the King George Sound, Derby is the

closest access point to the Buccaneer Archipelago, where huge tides create the

spectacular phenomenon known as Horizontal Falls. Derby is also the western

gateway to the Gibb River Road. Just a few hours by 4WD brings you to stunning

Tunnel Creek National Park and Windjana Gorge National Park. 

Fitzroy Crossing and Halls Creek
Heading along the Great Northern Highway, Fitzroy Crossing is a true outback town

on the banks of the Fitzroy River. It’s another great base to explore Windjana Gorge

and Tunnel Creek National Parks. It’s also gateway to Geikie Gorge National Park,

a spectacular waterway with soaring, weathered cliffs and abundant wildlife. 

Halls Creek, on the edge of the Great Sandy Desert, provides easy access to

Purnululu National Park and a number of natural attractions. Visit the second largest

meteorite crater in the world at Wolfe Creek Crater National Park, the six metre

high quartz rock known as China Wall, or fresh water springs at Caroline’s Pool and

Palm Springs. 

APRIL

Staircase to the Moon, 
Broome 10th Apr-7th Oct

MAY

Lake Argyle Classic Swim 1st

Kimberley Moon Experience, Kununurra 9th

Ord Valley Muster, Kununurra 8th-24th

JULY

Kimberley Cup, Kununurra 25th

Kimberley Writers Festival, 
Kununurra 25th-27th 

AUGUST

Broome Cup 8th

Opera Under the Stars, Broome 29th

SEPTEMBER

Shinju Matsuri Festival of the Pearl, 
Broome 4th-13th 

BROOME STAIRCASE TO THE MOON DATES

APRIL 10th 6pm
11th 6:43pm
12th 7:28pm

MAY 10th 6:09pm
11th 6:58pm
12th 7:50pm

JUNE 8th 5:44pm
9th 6:36pm
10th 7:29pm

JULY 8th 6:16pm
9th 7:07pm
10th 7:57pm

AUGUST 7th 6:43pm
8th 7:31pm
9th 8:20pm

SEPTEMBER 5th 6:16pm
6th 7:07pm
7th 7:58pm

OCTOBER 5th 6:46pm
6th 7:44pm
7th 8:44pm

Calendar Of Events



6

Culture
The Kimberley offers plenty of opportunities to experience Indigenous

culture and lifestyle. Aboriginal Wandjina and Bradshaw rock art can

be found in the remote parts of the region, with some of the best

examples only accessible on a wilderness cruise. Rock art can also

be seen in the national parks including Windjana Gorge, Purnululu

and Mitchell River National Parks.

Take an Indigenous guided tour with a cruise through Geikie Gorge or

visit an Aboriginal community at Cape Leveque. Indigenous art

galleries showcase some of the region’s unique work and can be

found in Broome, Kununurra and Derby.

Outback
Travelling between Broome and Kununurra takes you through some

of the most rugged outback scenery and pioneering towns of the

Kimberley. Travel along the Gibb River Road from Derby to Kununurra

for the four wheel drive adventure of a lifetime. Explore the outback

town of Fitzroy Crossing, or Halls Creek on the edge of the Great

Sandy Desert and site of Western Australia’s first gold discovery. For

a real outback adventure, and for high clearance four wheel drives

only, follow the unsealed Kalumburu Road north to Kalumburu

Mission. 

Bungle Bungle Range, Purnululu National Park

An unforgettable adventure
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■ Witness a Cable Beach sunset

■ See the natural phenomenon,

Staircase to the Moon (Mar to Oct)

in Broome

■ Explore Cape Leveque on a day trip

from Broome or overnight stay 

■ Visit World Heritage Listed Purnululu

National Park

■ Enjoy a scenic flight over the Bungle

Bungle Range, the Argyle Diamond

Mine or Mitchell Plateau

■ Travel along the Gibb River Road

between Derby and Kununurra

■ Stay at a Kimberley wilderness camp

■ Visit the Argyle Diamond Mine

■ Take a cruise on the inland sea of

Lake Argyle

■ Fish for Barramundi on the Fitzroy

River or Lower Ord River

■ Hike through Windjana Gorge and

Tunnel Creek National Parks

■ Take a boat cruise through Geikie

Gorge

■ View the Horizontal Falls from the air or

by boat

■ Shop for pink diamonds in Kununurra

and pearls in Broome

■ See 20,000 year old Wandjina and

Bradshaw rock art

■ Cruise the Kimberley coastline

■ Snorkel or dive the reef at Rowley

Shoals
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Nature
The Kimberley features some of the largest and most remote national parks in

Australia. The most well known is Purnululu National Park, home to the

beehive domes of the Bungle Bungle Range. Enjoy a day tour from Kununurra

or Halls Creek, or an overnight stay in the park. Walk through Windjana Gorge

National Park with its 300 metre high cliff walls and freshwater pools. Wade

through the 750 metre long tunnel in Tunnel Creek National Park or explore

the second largest meteorite crater in the world at Wolfe Creek Crater National

Park near Halls Creek. Cruise through the beautiful waterways of Geikie Gorge

or on the inland sea of Lake Argyle. 

Mitchell River National Park in the north offers an abundance of bird and

wildlife and spectacular scenery including Mitchell Plateau and the

Mitchell Falls. 

Coast
One of Australia’s most famous beaches, Cable Beach in Broome, provides

22 kilometres of white sand framing turquoise waters. A visit to Cable Beach,

whether for swimming, relaxing or watching the sunset, is a must-do

experience on any trip to Broome. Just south of Broome, Gantheume Beach

is popular with the locals, while Riddell Beach features turtle nesting from

October to February. Further north are the secluded beaches of the Dampier

Peninsula and the spectacular red cliffs and white sand of Cape Leveque. 

The huge tidal movements of the Kimberley can be witnessed all along

the coast. Some of the highest – up to 12 metres – can be seen at

Derby Wharf. These high and low tides also create the spectacular natural

phenomenon, Horizontal Falls in the Buccaneer Archipelago. This group of

around 1,000 islands is best seen from the air. 

Kimberley Cruising
Extended cruises take you to parts of the Kimberley only a fortunate few have

seen. Many also offer helicopter flights for a different view of the region.   

Explore the Kimberley waterways including the Sale, Prince Regent, King

George and Hunter Rivers. Witness the fascinating Horizontal Falls and

Montgomery Reef up close and visit spectacular waterfalls including King

George Falls. See 20,000 year old Wandjina and Bradshaw rock art, swim

in rockpools, fish for barramundi or catch a mud crab.

Beyond the coastline, 300 kilometres west of Broome, Rowley Shoals Marine

Park can be accessed on an extended cruise. The coral atolls offer

spectacular snorkelling and diving, as well as big game fishing in the

surrounding waters. 

Must See & Do
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Cape Leveque

Choosing the right accommodation for you!
STAR RATINGS
Star ratings are used to describe the standard of accommodation
and are supplied by the individual properties. Properties bearing the
STAR symbols are independently assessed by AAA Tourism, the
national tourism body of the Australian Auto Clubs.

The STARS and the STAR Rating Scheme are a Registered
Trademark of AAA Tourism Pty Ltd. Great Aussie Holidays has no
input into the assessment process and we therefore recommend
they be used as a guide only. 

HOTEL, MOTEL AND SELF CATERING RATINGS

★★★ Comfortable standard of accommodation

★★★★ High standard of accommodation and facilities

★★★★★ Superior standard of accommodation and facilities

✩ Denotes half star

If a property does not feature a star rating, it is yet to be assessed
by AAA Tourism, or it has chosen not to be assessed.

APARTMENT STYLE ACCOMMODATION

In general, self catering apartments feature cooking facilities with a
minimum of microwave, hot plates, saucepans, crockery, cutlery and
cooking utensils. Laundry facilities will be located either in the
apartment, or in a guest laundry within the property. Most apartments
are only serviced after 7 days and do not provide hotel facilities such
as porterage, room service or mini bars. Most apartments provide an
initial supply of items such as tea, coffee, soap and toilet paper,
however these items will not be replenished during your stay.

Symbol Guide

Day spa facilities are available.

The property has one or more rooms providing wheelchair access with assistance.

A bonus is available if you are celebrating a special occasion (eg. honeymoon).
Advise your travel agent when booking. The definition of ‘special occasion’ and type
of bonus offered is at each property’s discretion. Conditions may apply.

Green STAR Accreditation certified by AAA Tourism to properties that have met key

criteria in areas of energy efficiency, waste management and water minimisation.

Product that has been accredited under the second level of the national Ecotourism

Certification scheme.

Product that has been awarded the highest level of the national Ecotourism

Certification scheme.

Camping or cabin style accommodation is featured. Facilities vary – some camp

grounds will have shower and toilet facilities, while more remote sites have limited facilities –

e.g. a swim and a bush toilet.

Pricing Guide
Prices featured in accommodation listings are per room for the period specified unless

otherwise stated. The “from” price in the property heading has been calculated using the

cheapest nightly rate available, i.e. in the lead-in room type, in off-peak season using the

longest stay (e.g. 7 nights). A minimum stay is generally required. Where prices for more than

a one night stay are featured, the prices refer to stays of consecutive nights.

♥

s

Planning your Holiday
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How to Get There

BY AIR

Direct flights are available to Broome from Perth, Adelaide and Darwin with Virgin Blue and
from Perth, Melbourne and Sydney with Qantas. Skywest is the major regional airline with
flights between Perth, Broome, Kununurra and Darwin. Airnorth operates flights between
Broome, Kununurra and Darwin. 

FLIGHT DURATION
FROM / TO BROOME KUNUNURRA 

Sydney 5 hrs 15 mins -

Melbourne 4 hrs 45 mins -

Adelaide 3 hrs 50 mins -

Perth 2 hrs 30 mins 3 hrs 25 mins

Darwin 1 hr 45 mins 45 mins

Kununurra 1 hr 20 mins -
The above table shows flight durations for direct flights only. Connecting flights from other
destinations are also available. Times are a guide only and subject to change.

BY CAR

Take the time to explore and discover as you make your way around Broome and the
Kimberley. Whether it’s getting there or getting around we recommend Avis car hire. See
page 15 for details or ask your travel agent about the great specials Avis has to offer.

Broome, Derby and Kununurra can be accessed by sealed road via the Great Northern
Highway in Western Australia or the Victoria Highway linking with the Stuart Highway in the
Northern Territory. The unsealed Gibb River Road links Derby and Kununurra.

A unique feature of travelling in the region are road trains. These can be up to 50 metres in
length, so extra care should be taken when overtaking them. Many stations in the Kimberley
region are unfenced and it is not uncommon to encounter wandering stock and wildlife.
Particular care should be taken when driving at dawn and dusk, and if possible, avoid
driving at night. During the summer period (November to April), road closures due to
flooding are common, particularly on unsealed roads.

WEATHER GUIDE - TEMPERATURE AVERAGE
BROOME KUNUNURRA
Summer 26ºC to 33ºC Summer 25ºC to 37ºC
Autumn 22ºC to 33ºC Autumn 21ºC to 34ºC
Winter 15ºC to 29ºC Winter 16ºC to 32ºC
Spring 22ºC to 33ºC Spring 23ºC to 38ºC

SUMMER SEASON (NOVEMBER TO APRIL) 
In summer the weather is hot and humid and the nights
balmy. While it’s known as the wet season, the rain usually
falls in heavy, short downpours in the late afternoon and
evenings. Some attractions may not be accessible due to
road closures and local flooding. This is the best time to visit
for spectacular sunsets, thundering waterfalls, plenty of
wildlife and less crowds.   

WINTER SEASON (MAY TO OCTOBER) 
Winter is the most popular time to visit with sunny days and
on the coast, cool nights with fresh breezes. This is the best
time to experience all outdoor activities, with most roads
and attractions open throughout the season.  

WHAT TO BRING 
The weather is always warm so lightweight, casual clothing
can be worn year round during the day. In winter, nights can
be cold in the inland areas, so bring warmer items. We
suggest you bring comfortable walking shoes, long pants
and sun protection including a hat, SPF 30+ sunscreen,
sunglasses and a long sleeved shirt.   

SWIMMING
There are plenty of safe places to swim in the region,
including Cable Beach. Salt and freshwater crocodiles are
found in estuaries, rivers and billabongs in the remote parts
of the Kimberley, so always observe warning signs, but if
you are not sure, do not swim. Marine stingers are most
prevalent along the coastline from November to April. 

ABORIGINAL CULTURE AND PERMITS
Transit Permits to visit Indigenous communities are granted
through the Aboriginal Lands Trust. However, it is best to
choose a tour where operators already have permission to
enter the land. Help preserve Indigenous sites by avoiding
touching or stepping on these areas.

CUSTOMER CARE SERVICE
We want your holiday to be memorable for all the right
reasons, so it’s comforting to know that if things don’t go
exactly to plan, our Customer Care team is here to help you.
If you need assistance once your holiday has started, please
contact our Customer Care helpline. You’ll find the phone
number on your travel documentation or itinerary.

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Queensland 10 – 19 Apr 27 Jun – 12 Jul

19 Sep – 4 Oct 12 Dec 09 – 26 Jan 10

Victoria 4 – 19 Apr 27 Jun – 12 Jul
19 Sep – 4 Oct 19 Dec 09 – 26 Jan 10

New South Wales 10 – 27 Apr 11 – 26 Jul
3 – 18 Oct 19 Dec 09 – 26 Jan 10

ACT 10 – 27 Apr 4 – 19 Jul
26 Sep – 11 Oct 19 Dec 09 – 31 Jan 10

South Australia 10 – 26 Apr 4 – 19 Jul
26 Sep – 11 Oct 12 Dec 09 – 26 Jan 10

Western Australia 10 – 28 Apr 4 – 20 Jul
26 Sep – 12 Oct 18 Dec 09 – 31 Jan 10

Northern Territory 4 – 13 Apr 20 Jun – 20 Jul
26 Sep – 4 Oct 12 Dec 09 – 26 Jan 10

Tasmania 10 – 19 Apr 30 May – 14 Jun
5 – 20 Sep 18 Dec 09 – 10 Feb 10

BROOME

DERBY

FITZROY CROSSING

HALLS CREEK

KUNUNURRA

PERTH

PORT HEDLAND

WYNDHAM

DISTANCES BY ROAD (KM)

 220

 395 258

 685 547 290

 1046 909 651 361

 2175 2328 2509 2793 3153

 612 765 940 1229 1591 1636

 1055 917 660 369 101 3162 1599

• Islands & Whitsundays • Brisbane 

• Cape York & Outback

• Gold Coast • Sunshine Coast 

• Queensland for Couples 

• Queensland Rail Tours 

• Indulgent Escapes Australia 

• Cruise & Sail Australia

More Great Holiday Ideas
We offer great deals to destinations throughout Australia. Ask your travel agent for a copy of

one of our many brochures. • Perth & The West Coast • Northern Territory • South Australia

• Victoria • Tasmania • Sydney • New South Wales & Canberra • Tropical North Queensland

Distances should be used as a guide only.

Travel Tips


